Discussion Strategies

COMPREHENSION CHECKS:
(speaker)

Do You Understand?       OK?
(Have you) got it?

Understand?

Shall I go on?

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

REJOINDERS:

(listener)

Don’t Understand:  Pardon Me?

Happy:  That’s great!,  Terrific!,  Wonderful!

Sad:  That’s too bad.  I’m sorry.  I’m sorry to hear that.  Oh, no!

Interested:  I see.  That’s nice   Oh, yeah?

Surprised:  You’re kidding!   I can’t believe it!  Oh, really!

The BEST rejoinder is: “to repeat the most important word”

Rejoinders are important for two reasons:  

1) they show the speaker that you are listening

2) they show the speaker that you understood what he said.

CLARIFICATION QUESTIONS:
(listener)

Pardon me?
>>>
Did you say _____________?
You said, ___________, right?

Excuse me?
>>>
I don’t understand.  

Could you repeat that?  




Who/When/Why/Were/What did you say _______________?




How do you spell that?
What was that?




Could you explain that?
One more time, please.

FOLLOW-UP QUESTIONS:
(listener)

Follow-up questions frequently use WH-question forms.


“What movie did you see?  Where did you see it?  Who was in it?  Why did you chose that one?”


“What did you think of it?  How long was it?  How often do you go to the movies?”

ASK FOR/ANSWER WITH DETAILS: 
(listener or speaker)
   Could you explain __x_?  
That means  _x_?  
I’d like to know more about __x_. 

 Could you give me an example?

INTERRUPT AND VOLUNTEER         (listener)
Excuse me, but I think … .    Sorry for interrupting, but … .     Pardon me, but … .  

SUMMARIZE YOUR PARTNER 
(listener)
You said  _x_ and _x_ and _x_, right? 
 In other words, …, right?  
  You mean _x_, _x_?  

     I am not sure I understand, did you say _x_x_x?      I think you said _x_x_x.., right?
Did you say _xxx?
